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ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
 
ABOUT 
The Counterterrorism Education Learning Lab (The CELL) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan institution 
dedicated to educating citizens about one of the most important issues of our time Ð global 
terrorism. The CELL's mission is to empower individuals and organizations with the tools to 
become more informed, prepared and involved within their own communities in order to help 
prevent this deadly tactic.  
 
Its exhibit, Anyone, Anytime, Anywhere: Understanding the Threat of Terrorism, is a dynamic, 
interactive experience with content developed by world-renowned experts that provides visitors 
with an in-depth understanding of the history of terrorism, the methods terrorists employ and the 
extent to which terrorism impacts societies around the world. Through this exhibit, along with 
educational programming, a speaker series and community outreach, The CELL seeks to engage, 
empower, and promote personal and community activism in order to help shape a better, safer 
world. For more information, go to www.thecell.org. 
 
 
EXHIBIT 
The CELL features a multi-million dollar, state-of-the-art exhibit that was created by Academy 
Award and Emmy Award winning artists, with the guidance of domestic and international 
security experts and officials. The exhibit is called Anyone, Anytime, Anywhere: Understanding 
the Threat of Terrorism and is a key destination in downtown Denver for both culturally and 
civic-minded citizens. 
 
Since the exhibit opened in February 2009, The CELL has hosted diverse groups of domestic and 
foreign dignitaries, as well as U.S. elected officials.  Some of the dignitaries, following their tour 
of the exhibit, have offered comments regarding The CELL.   
 
The following is a current list of dignitaries who have toured the exhibit and those who have 
submitted on-the-record statements: 

CABINET OFFICERS 
• The Honorable Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education 
• The Honorable Janet Napolitano, U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security 
• The Honorable Ken Salazar, U.S. Secretary of Interior 
• The Honorable Tom Ridge, U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security  

 
U.S. SENATORS  

• The Honorable Harry Reid, Senate Majority Leader (Nevada)  
• The Honorable Daniel Inouye (Hawaii) 
• The Honorable Christopher Dodd (Connecticut) 
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• The Honorable Richard Shelby (Alabama) 
• The Honorable Blanche Lambert Lincoln (Arkansas) 
• The Honorable Michael Bennet (Colorado) 
• The Honorable Mark Udall (Colorado) 
• The Honorable James DeMint (South Carolina) 
• The Honorable Lindsey Graham (South Carolina) 
• The Honorable Bob Bennett (Utah) 
• The Honorable Patty Murray (Washington) 
• The Honorable James Inhofe (Oklahoma) 
• The Honorable Kelly Ayotte (New Hampshire)  
• The Honorable Dan Coats (Indiana)  
• The Honorable Mike Crapo (Idaho) Ð “Everybody should have the experience 

that is presented at The CELL.  Seeing what happens here … every aspect of 
terrorism … and how you can understand signs of terrorism and help to be a 
part of stopping it—is critical.” 

• The Honorable Orrin Hatch (Utah) Ð “I’ve been the longest-serving person on 
the Senate Intelligence Committee, so I’ve had to deal with terrorism right 
through all of those years, even before 9/11, and all I can say is that I have 
never seen an exhibit as good or as persuasive or as valuable as this one I’ve 
seen here in Denver – it’s terrific.” 
 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
• The Honorable John Boehner, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives 

(R-OH) Ð “At The CELL, you really learn a lot about terrorism and what to 
look for.  It was very informative.” 

• The Honorable Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives 
(R-GA) 

• The Honorable Eric Cantor (R-VA)  
• The Honorable Mike Coffman (R-CO) 
• The Honorable Diana Degette (D-CO) 
• The Honorable Doug Lamborn (R-CO) 
• The Honorable Betsy Markey (D-CO) 
• The Honorable Ed Perlmutter (D-CO) 
• The Honorable Jared Polis (D-CO) 
• The Honorable Cory Gardner (R-CO) – “After touring The CELL, I am 

reminded of the work we have to do not only here in this country but 
around the world to make sure that extreme elements in our society never 
control our economy and are never presented the chance to commit acts of 
terrorism that really define not only our lives but the lives of future 
generations.” 
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• The Honorable Kevin McCarthy, House Majority Whip (R-CA) Ð “What 
struck me most about it [The CELL exhibit] was one not only how educational 
it was but personalizing…you realize that terrorism is everywhere, it could 
happen anywhere at anytime and only with education and awareness do we 
have the ability to stop it.” 

• The Honorable Sue Myrick (R-NC) Ð ÒIt’s a phenomenal exhibit. It’s 
something that everybody needs to see!” 

• The Honorable Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, Chairwoman of the Democratic 
National Committee (D-FL) Ð ÒI think that it is incredibly important that The 
CELL be able to spread its educational message so that we can make sure that 
we both keep Americans safe and also combat terrorism at the same time.” 

 
FOREIGN DIGNITARIES 

• His Excellency Hector Timerman, Ambassador of Argentina 
• His Excellency Jose Goni, Ambassador of Chile 
• Her Excellency Carolina Barco, Ambassador of Colombia 
• His Excellency Husain Haqqani, Ambassador of Pakistan 
• His Excellency Michael Oren, Ambassador of Israel  
• The Honorable Daniel Ayalon, Deputy Foreign Minister of Israel 
• The Honorable Nir Barkat, Mayor of Jerusalem  
• The Honorable Eduardo Arnal, Consulate General of Mexico 
• The Honorable Uzi Dayan, Consulate General of Israel 
• Oscar Morales, Founder of the Worldwide Mobilization Against FARC 

U.S. STATESMAN & OTHER DIGNITARIES 
• The Honorable John Hickenlooper, Governor of Colorado Ð “The CELL 

exhibit does a good job of addressing and explaining the difficult subject of 
terrorism.  The CELL allows individuals to educate and empower themselves 
in the goal of terrorism prevention.” 

• The Honorable Bill Ritter Jr., Former Governor of Colorado Ð “Empowering 
the public with knowledge is a key component in creating prepared and 
vigilant communities across America.  I encourage all Coloradans to visit The 
CELL because we all have the power to make a difference when we are 
prepared.” 

• The Honorable Ed Tauer, Mayor of Aurora 
• The Honorable Rudy Giuliani, Former Mayor of New York City 
• The Honorable Mitt Romney, Former Governor of Massachusetts Ð “The 

threat of terrorism continues to expand, and I appreciate the fine work that 
The CELL is doing to acquaint people with the human cost of terrorism.” 

• The Honorable Jane Norton, Former Lt. Governor 
• Major General Mike Edwards, The Adjutant General, Colorado 
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• Major General (Ret.) Mason Whitney, Former Director of the GovernorÕs 
Office of Homeland Security of Colorado  

• The Honorable William R. Brownfield, Former U.S. Ambassador to Colombia 
• General Victor Renuart, Former Commander of U.S. Northern Command and 

NORAD (Ret.) 
• W. Ralph Basham, Former Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection 
• The Honorable Juan Carlos Zarate, Former Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Deputy National Security Advisor for Combating Terrorism  
• Michael Steele, Former Chairman of the Republican National Committee 
• The Honorable Susana Martinez, Governor of New Mexico 
• The Honorable Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior Advisor 

to President George W. Bush  

 

 
SPEAKER SERIES  
The CELL has featured world-renowned domestic and international security experts as well as 
U.S. elected officials and sitting cabinet members, in several symposia aimed at equipping the 
community and region with greater insights into terrorism, counterterrorism and response.   
 
The following is a current list of past events The CELL has hosted as well as the featured guests 
of those events: 
 
 August 2008 – Soft Opening of The CELL exhibit, held in conjunction with the 
 Democratic National Convention 

 
February 17, 2009 – Grand Opening of The CELL exhibit 

• Speakers: 
o Senator Michael Bennet 
o Senator Christopher Dodd 
o Mayor John Hickenlooper 
o Zainab Al-Suwaij, Executive Director, American Islamic Conference  

 
May 20, 2009 – Judging Guantanamo Debate  

• Speakers: 
o Senator Gary Hart (Moderator) 
o Charles Cully Stimson, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 

Detainee Affairs  
o Gabor Rona, International Legal Director, Human Rights First 
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September 10, 2009 Ð Breaking the Chain of Global Terror 

• Speakers: 
o His Excellency Husain Haqqani, PakistanÕs Ambassador to the United 

States 
o Brian Jenkins, Senior Advisor to the RAND Corporation  
o Governor Bill Ritter 

 
November 3, 2009 Ð Jerusalem in Transition: An Ancient City at the Forefront of 
Contemporary Issues in the Middle East 

• Speakers: 
o Governor Ritter, Jr.  
o Robert Coombe, Chancellor, University of Denver  
o Micheline Ishay, Professor and Director of the International Human Rights 

Program, University of Denver  
o The Honorable Nir Barkat, Mayor of Jerusalem  

 
April 27, 2010 Ð The Future of Terrorism: Homegrown Threats & The U.S. Response 

• Speakers: 
o The Honorable Tom Ridge, First Secretary of the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security  
o The Honorable Craig Stapleton, Former Ambassador to France 

(Moderator) 
o Governor Bill Ritter, Jr.  
o Mayor John Hickenlooper 

 
July 7, 2010 Ð Stopping Terrorism Through Transnational Cooperation, Hosted in 
conjunction with the Biennial of the Americas  

• Speakers: 
o Senator Gary Hart (Moderator) 
o The Honorable William Brownfield, Former U.S. Ambassador to 

Colombia 
o General Victor Renuart 
o Ralph Basham, Former Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection  
o Oscar Morales, Started the campaign ÒOne Million Voices Against the 

FARCÓ 
o Mayor John Hickenlooper  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
6 

 
September 7, 2010 Ð Combating Terrorism With Resilient Spirit, Hosted in conjunction 
with the Young PresidentÕs Organization   

• Speakers: 
o David Beamer, Father of United Flight 93 Hero, Todd Beamer  
o Juan Zarate, Former Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy 

National Security Advisor for Combating Terrorism 
 
September 30, 2010 Ð Why the U.S. Must Defeat Terrorism in the Next Decade 

• Speakers: 
o The Honorable Newt Gingrich, Former Speaker of the U.S. House of 

Representatives  
o Greg Moore, Editor of The Denver Post (Moderator) 

 
October 28, 2010 Ð How the U.S. is Countering Today’s Terrorist Threats 

• Speakers: 
o The Honorable Janet Napolitano, Secretary of the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security  
o Mayor John Hickenlooper (Moderator) 

 
December 13, 2010 Ð Shared Strategies Between the United States & Israel: Stopping 
Terrorism Through Transnational Security Cooperation, Hosted in conjunction with the 
Denver Urban Area Security Initiative, Shared Strategies for Homeland Security 
conference 

• Speakers: 
o The Honorable Juan Zarate, Former Deputy Assistant to the President and 

Deputy National Security Advisor for Combating Terrorism 
o Mayor John Hickenlooper 

 
March 15, 2011 – Domestic Intelligence: Reshaping the Fight Against Terrorism, 
Hosted in conjunction with the 2011 National Fusion Center Conference 

• Speakers: 
o Brian Jenkins, Senior Adviser to the president at the RAND Corporation  
o Captain Steve Garcia, Director, Colorado Information Analysis Center 

(CIAC) 
o Dave Cohen (Moderator), The CELL Strategic Consultant, Brownstein 

Hyatt Farber Schreck 
 
May 10, 2011 Ð Turmoil in the Middle East and the Death of Osama Bin Laden: 
Evolving Regimes & U.S. Policy 

• Speakers: 
o Ambassador Christopher Hill, Dean of the Josef Korbel School of 

International Studies at the University of Denver 
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o Professor Bruce Hoffman, Director of the Center for Peace and Security 
Studies at Georgetown University 

o The Honorable Bill Ritter, Jr. (Moderator), Former Governor of Colorado  
 

June 28, 2011 Ð Securing Mass Transit: Risk Management in a New Era of Terrorism, 
Hosted in conjunction with the Regional Transportation District (RTD) and the 13th 
Annual Transit Safety & Security Roundtable 

• Speakers: 
o Craig Coy, Former CEO of Massachusetts Port Authority & Leading Mass 

Transit Expert 
 
In addition to hosting the aforementioned events, The CELL has also played a role in numerous 
programs hosted by: University of Colorado, Colorado Springs; University of Denver; Anti-
Defamation League, and the Colorado Information Analysis Center. 
 

 
COMMUNITY AWARENESS PROGRAM (CAP) 
Guided by the principle that every citizen has a role to play in keeping our communities and our 
nation safe, The CELL, in partnership with the Colorado Information Analysis Center (CIAC), 
developed the Community Awareness Program (CAP).  Taught by members of the public safety 
community throughout Colorado, the CAP is a free, interactive course that provides citizens with 
the basic tools needed to recognize and help prevent terrorist and criminal activity in their 
hometowns, while preserving civil liberties protected by the U.S. Constitution. 
 
Launched in March 2011, the CAP curriculum was vetted and approved by the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security and the U.S. Department of Justice.  Developed in line with the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security If You See Something, Say Something™ campaign, the CAP is 
a follow up effort to The CELLÕs award winning video, Recognizing 8 Signs of Terrorism, 
released in 2009.  As the program expands, the CAP is anticipated to become a national model 
for state terrorism prevention and preparedness. 
 
During the 2! hour course, participants learn: 

• How to define terrorism 
• The tools and methods used by terrorists  
• TodayÕs terrorist threats 
• How to recognize the eight signs of terrorism  
• How to assemble a disaster preparedness kit  
• What to report/how to report while preserving civil liberties 

 
To register for the CAP or for general inquiries, visit !!!"#$%&%''"()* , or email &+,-#$%&%''"()*" 
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EXHIBIT CURRICULUM  
The CELL has developed a comprehensive educational curriculum for high school and university 
level classes, which further guides students and teachers through the material explored in the 
exhibit.  

The 25 lessons-plans are designed to prepare students for the future by helping them evaluate 
news about terrorism, understand the root causes of terrorism, and ultimately, take action to help 
prevent it. The lesson plans are written to assist teachers in preparation for class visits to The 
CELL and include both general and specific lessons for pre-visit, at the exhibit, and post-visit. 
All curriculum material is designed for students who are juniors and seniors in high school, or 
older. The exhibit is not appropriate for students under the age of 14.   

Each lesson lists several of the Colorado Model Content Standards that it meets to help justify 
inclusion in their curriculum.  The higher order thinking skills engendered by the lessons also 
help high school juniors and seniors prepare for the level of critical thinking and analysis 
expected in college or the workplace. 
 
The curriculum can be accessed through the website, www.thecell.org, or by contacting The 
CELL staff. 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL AND PREPAREDNESS PROGRAMMING  
In partnership with various government agencies, The CELL has hosted events addressing 
homeland preparedness and disaster response. 
 
The following is a current list of past events The CELL has hosted, a brief description of the 
event, as well as the affiliated organization/department: 
 

August 2008 Ð As part of the preparation events for the 2008 Democratic National 
Convention held in Denver, The CELL hosted a high-level interagency planning and 
coordination exercise with various branches of law enforcement. 
 
October 2008 Ð The CELL hosted the U.S. Department of Homeland SecurityÕs regional 

 consortium on preparedness and planning. 
 
May 2009 Ð The CELL organized a business preparedness outreach luncheon for the 
GovernorÕs Office of Homeland Security Community Preparedness Advisory Council to 
help businesses assess the threats and learn how to implement procedures to reduce both 
the risks and costs.   
 
August 2009 Ð The CELL and Regional Transportation District (RTD) hosted a 
Community Emergency Response Training (CERT) three consecutive Saturdays. These 
sessions featured homeland security experts who taught citizens how to provide 
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immediate assistance and aid to bystanders until first responders can reach the scene of an 
emergency. This training program is part of a federal program to promote disaster 
preparedness. 

October 2009 Ð The CELL also produced a video with the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security and The Colorado State Patrol/Colorado Information Analysis Center 
entitled ÒRecognizing The 8 Signs of Terrorism.Ó  This video is used to teach citizens and 
preparedness groups about the potential stages terrorists go through in plotting an attack 
and give them practical skills to report suspicious activity to the proper authorities.  The 
goal of the video is to empower Coloradoans to be more alert and proactive in reporting 
suspicious activity and possibly prevent a terrorist attack from occurring. 

July 2010 Ð The CELL has partnered with the Denver Police Department to offer 
counterterrorism education and training for current officers and incoming recruits.  The 
purpose of the proposed training is to assist a specialized audience to understand terrorist 
ideology and beliefs recognize signs of possible terrorist activity, and to learn how to 
properly respond to terrorist situations.  

 
 

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
The CELL has forged multifaceted partnerships with government, academic and civic 
organizations. This list of programs and the level of cooperation among government agencies 
and officials demonstrates that the mission of The CELL is of vital importance to the city, the 
region and the country. 
 
The following is a current list of The CELLÕs ongoing partnerships: 

• U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
• University of Colorado, Colorado Springs  
• Center for Homeland Security  
• NORAD/USNORTHCOM 
• University of Denver 
• Red Cross, Mile High Chapter  
• Colorado Emergency Preparedness Partnership (CEPP) 
• National Homeland Security Defense Foundation 
• Colorado State Patrol 
• Colorado Information Analysis Center (CIAC) 
• Colorado Concern  
• The Colorado Thirty Group  
• Young PresidentÕs Organization  
• Anti-Defamation League  
• Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) 
• Federal Bureau of Investigation  
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• Colorado National Guard 
• Colorado School of Mines  
• The Denver Post  
• Denver Police Department  

 

 
AWARDS 
The CELLÕs video, Recognizing 8 Signs of Terrorism, has been nationally recognized and 
critically acclaimed.  The following is a current list of the awards received regarding the video: 
 

• Aegis Video & Film Production Award Ð The AEGIS Awards are the video industryÕs 
premier competition for peer recognition of outstanding video productions and non-
network television commercials.  Recognizing 8 Signs of Terrorism achieved Òwinner 
statusÓ in this prestigious competition including placing 7th in the Training and Education 
category. 

• Telly Awards Ð The Telly Awards honor the best local, regional and cable television 
commercials and programs, as well as the finest video and film productions and material 
created for the web.  Recognizing 8 Signs of Terrorism received two of the highest 
awards.  It won a silver award in the Government Relations category and a bronze in the 
Social Responsibility category. 

• Aurora Awards Ð The Aurora Awards are an independent film and video competition 
for commercials, cable programming, documentaries, instructional and corporate videos.  
Recognizing 8 Signs of Terrorism received the Gold Awards in the Security Safety 
category and Issue Awareness category.  It also received a Platinum Best of Show award 
for the Public Relations/Awareness category. 

• FEMA/CERT Program Recognition – The CERT Program educates people about 
disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact their area and trains them in basic 
disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, 
and disaster medical operations.  Recognizing 8 Signs of Terrorism and its content is used 
in CERTÕs terrorism preparedness section, Unit 8. 

 
The CELL was also a TLO award recipient at the 2010 3rd Annual TLO Conference. 


